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Another murder which sent a thrill of horror through
Italy was committed by the Communists in Florence on
February 27th, 1921. A boy of fifteen, Giovanni Berta,
whose only crime was that he was the son of a manu-
facturer, was knocked off his bicycle and pursued by Red
Guards. He bolted across the iron bridge over the Arno.
When half-way across he tried to escape detection by
climbing over the parapet and hanging on to it by his
hands, but the Communists saw him: they cut off his
fingers, and he fell into the river and was drowned.

A year later, at the siege of Parma, Italo Balbo heard
a Communist singing behind the barricades:

" Han no ammazato Berta,
FIglio di pcscecani:
Evviva il communista
die II spezzo le mani!"

" They've killed Berta,
Brat of a big toff:
Here's to die bloke
Who chopped his fingers off I"

Several other murders were committed by the Red
Guards on the same day that Berta was murdered. The
people of Florence rose against them, and in the rioting
which followed twenty men were killed and 100 wounded.
By the light of burning clubs and co-operatives many
Socialists, doubtless some of them innocent, paid for the
misdeeds of their Communist allies.

On March 231x1 a bomb was thrown by Communists
Into the middle of the audience of the Diana Theatre at
Milan, killing twenty people and wounding 200, many of
whom were women and children. At the funeral of the
victims, Mussolini and his Fascists were cheered through-
out the city, especially In the poor quarters. All over
Italy the popularity as well as the numbers of the Fascists
grew.